Changes to the Paper 2005-2006 FAFSA

· Colors – The 2005-2006 FAFSA colors are green for student information and purple for parent information.  The green is PANTONE 344 CVU and the purple is PANTONE 263 CVU.

· Year References – All year references have been incremented by one year.

· Design—the design and layout of the FAFSA is essentially unchanged from the previous year.  

· Data Elements—there are no addition or deletions to questions on the FAFSA, and question numbers remain the same as in 2004-05.

· Date Fields – To help applicants enter accurate data on their FAFSAs, we added shaded letters within all the date field boxes, for example, MMDDYY to indicate where they should enter the month, day, and year. 

· Parentheses – We have removed parentheses around the “s” in “parent(s)” for simplicity and consistency in styling.
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· Using Your Tax Return – We simplified the wording in this section for clarity, and stress that the student must include income and tax data on his or her application, even if a tax return has not yet been filed.

· Filling Out the FAFSA Applying by the Deadlines – We reworded the paragraph describing unusual circumstances to say “If your family has unusual circumstances (such as loss of employment), complete and submit this form as instructed and then consult with the financial aid office at the college you plan to attend.”  

· Mailing Your FAFSA – In the first paragraph, we updated the mailing address and modified wording to emphasize that students should not send in the worksheets. We clarified what the student should expect after the application is processed. 

· State Aid Deadlines – All state deadlines have been updated for 2005-2006.  In addition:

- 
We changed deadline notices for Maryland, Montana, and New York to “date received,” as requested by these states.

· We deleted the deadline date for Puerto Rico, as requested, and added “PR” to the list of states and territories where students need to check with their school for the deadline.
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· Notes for questions 34 (page 4) and 72 (page 5) – We changed the income level from 50,000 to $100,000 to qualify for filing the 1040A, 1040EZ, and TeleFile forms for 2004.  This reflects changes made by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS), although the IRS income level is based on “taxable income.”  For simplicity we are retaining the more general FAFSA language of  “If you make less than $100,000 …”  Please note this change does not affect eligibility criteria for the Simplified Needs Test.  We updated the exemption amount from $3050 to the 2004 amount of $3100. 

Page 4

· Step Two – We reviewed all IRS line item references in Step Two with 2004 draft tax returns.  There are no changes to line items in this section or in Step Four.

· Questions 46-47 – We added a color bar around these questions to separate the veterans’ benefit questions from the student’s income column. 
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· Step 6 instructions – The phrase “and your enrollment level” has been changed to “and indicate your enrollment status.”

· Step 7 – We added the statement “If you sign any document related to the federal student aid programs electronically using a Personal Identification Number (PIN), you certify that you are the person identified by the PIN and have not disclosed that PIN to anyone else.” to the certification warning to emphasize that applicants should not share their PINs with anyone, including third-party commercial vendors.  
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· All Worksheets – We updated IRS line item references in the worksheets to correspond with the 2004 tax returns. On Worksheet A, we changed the earned income credit tax references—the 1040 changes to line 65a; the 1040A changes to line 41a; and the 1040EZ changes to line 8a.  On Worksheet C, we changed the education credits reference on the 1040 to line 49.  

· Worksheet A, Social Security Benefits – We clarified the Social Security benefits instructions by adding the following sentence:  “Report benefits paid to parents in the Parents’ column, and benefits paid directly to student (or spouse) in the Student/Spouse column.”

