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COD Release 9.2 DL Enhancements

With Release 9.2 (October 9, 2010), the COD System 
added the following enhancements:

• Correspondence Updates
• StudentLoans.gov Enhancements
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COD Release 9.2 DL Enhancements

With Release 9.2 (October 9, 2010), the following 
StudentLoan.gov enhancements were made:

• Enlarged the sign in button
• Added navigation directions
• Updated language for clarification
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Electronic versions are 
available for the 
Borrower Credit 

Acceptance Letter 

COD Release 9.2 DL Enhancements
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COD Release 9.2 DL Enhancements



COD Release 9.2 Enhancements
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Revised directions 
on submitting an 
MPN for Parents 
and Students
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COD Release 10.0 DL Update

With Release 10.0 (February 18, 2011), the COD 
System plans to implement the following functionality:

• Changes to process the 2011–12 Award Year
• Addition of Servicer Name to the Direct Loan SAS Report
• New Entrance Counseling Report
• Batch Receipt Option
• 3.0d Schema Updates

• Ability to Benefit

• Additional fields

• New edits
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With Release 10.0, the COD System will implement a 
process for schools to report to COD when Ability to 
Benefit was used to determine student eligibility for 
Grants and Direct Loans.

As part of the Schema Version 3.0d, the following fields will be 
processed for all program award blocks:

Ability to Benefit

AbilityToBenefitTestAdministrator

Code Description

01 Assessment Center

02 Independent Test Administrator
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Ability to Benefit
AbilityToBenefitCode

Code Description

01 Test Completed

02 College Credits

03 State Process

04 Home Schooled

05 Other

AbilityToBenefitCompletionDate

Valid Date Association Requirements

01 = Test Completed Ability To Benefit code of 01: CCYY-MM-DD 

03 = State Process Ability to Benefit code of 03: CCYY-MM-DD
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Ability to Benefit

AbilityToBenefitTestCode

Code Description

01 ASSET Program

02 Career Program Assessment (CPAT)

03 Combined English Language Skills Assessment (CELSA)

04 Compass Subtests (COMPASS)

05 Computerized Placement Tests (CPTs)

06 Descriptive Tests of Language Skills (DTLS)

07 ESL Placement Test (COMPASS/ESL)

08 Wonderlic Basic Skills Test (WBST)

09 WorkKeys Program

10 Test of Adult Basic Education
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Ability to Benefit
New Edits for Ability to Benefit

Edit Message Condition

195 Missing Ability To Benefit 
State Code and/or Ability To 
Benefit Completion Date

If the Ability To Benefit Code is 03, the record must contain a 
valid Ability to Benefit State Code and Ability to Benefit 
Completion Date

196 Invalid Completion Date for 
the Submitted Ability to 
Benefit Code

If the Ability To Benefit Code is 03, the record must contain a 
valid Ability to Benefit Completion Date for the submitted 
Ability To Benefit State Code or the Ability to Benefit 
Completion Date is greater than the current COD processing 
date.
If the Ability To Benefit Code is 01, the record must contain a 
valid Ability to Benefit Completion Date for the submitted 
Ability To Benefit Test Code or the Ability to Benefit 
Completion Date is greater than the current COD processing 
date.

197 Missing Ability To Benefit Test 
Administrator Code, and/or 
Ability To Benefit Test Code, 
and/or Ability To Benefit 
Completion Date

If the Ability To Benefit Code is 01, the record must contain a 
valid Ability to Benefit Test Administrator Code, Ability To 
Benefit Test Code, and Ability to Benefit Completion Date.
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Ability to Benefit
New Edits for Ability to Benefit

Edit Message Condition

198 Incorrect Ability To Benefit 
Code submitted

If the Ability To Benefit Code is 02, 04, or 05, the record must 
not contain any of the following tags:
• <AbilityToBenefitTestAdministratorCode>
• <AbilityToBenefitTestCode>
• <AbilityToBenefitStateCode>
• <AbilityToBenefitCompletionDate>

If the Ability To Benefit Code is 01, the record must contain the 
following tags, unless already stored on COD:
• <AbilityToBenefitTestAdministratorCode>
• <AbilityToBenefitTestCode>
• <AbilityToBenefitCompletionDate>

If the Ability To Benefit Code is 03, the record must contain the 
following tags, unless already stored on COD:
• <AbilityToBenefitStateCode>
• <AbilityToBenefitCompletionDate>

*If attempting to change the Ability To Benefit Code to a value that 
does not require additional Ability To Benefit data elements, you must 
null out all the stored Ability To Benefit values currently stored on 
COD.
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In the 3.0d Schema, the following tags were added 
to the Award Block for DL:

• <AbilityToBenefitCode>
• <AbilityToBenefitTestAdministratorCode>
• <AbilityToBenefitTestCode>
• <AbilityToBenefitCompletionDate>
• <AbilityToBenefitStateCode>
• <ProgramCIPCode>

For the Loan Award Type, the following tag was 
added:

• <ProgramOfStudy>

Schema Changes
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Schema Changes

With Release 10.0, Credit Override Responses (CO) 
will have a new value of “L” in the CO tag 

• End the dual meaning for the value of “D” in the Credit 
Override Code tag
• D = Endorser’s credit was declined
• L = Endorser amount is less than the PLUS award 

amount

Also an <Endorser> complex element was added to 
the 3.0d Schema with Release 10.0

• Will not be utilized immediately
• Further FSA communications to follow
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Also, in the 3.0d Schema, the following tags were 
added for Direct Loans PLUS Application Response: 

• <PreviousApplicationID>

• <AwardRangeRequestedStartDate>

• <AwardRangeRequestedEndDate>

• <SixMonthDefermentOption>

• <SchoolCreditBalanceOption>

• <ApplicationSubmissionReason>

• <UnknownLoanAmount>

• <CreditOverrideCode>

• <DefaultOverpayCode>

• <Endorser>

Schema Changes
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COD Release 10.1 DL Updates

With Release 10.1 (June 17, 2011), the COD System 
plans to implement the following functionality:

• Spanish translations for StudentLoans.gov and 
correspondence

• StudentLoans.gov enhancements
• Student data FAFSA matching on PLUS Loans



1818

StudentLoans.gov Enhancements

With the implementation of COD Release 10.1, the 
StudentLoans.gov modifications will include:

• Provide Spanish translations of the website and 
correspondence

• School PLUS Request Participation Check
• Collecting Credit Balance
• Collecting Loan Period
• Loan default/overpayment question is required 

for a PLUS Request
• Informs the completion of a FAFSA
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Users can select 
language in the top 

navigation bar

StudentLoans.gov Enhancements
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StudentLoans.gov Enhancements

Borrowers will be able to 
check to see if their 

school is participating in 
the PLUS Request 
process before it is 

distributed



StudentLoans.gov Enhancements
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Indicates if the borrower 
wants school fees or fines 

deducted if there is a 
credit balance before it is 

distributed
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StudentLoans.gov Enhancements

Allows users to indicate 
whether this is a new 

PLUS Loan or a 
modification
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StudentLoans.gov Enhancements

If the borrower selects 
to increase or decrease 
a loan, the associated 
Loan Ref Number must 

be entered
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StudentLoans.gov Enhancements

Additional options 
provided to select the 

requested Loan Amount
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StudentLoans.gov Enhancements

Loan Period* can be 
selected when 

requesting a PLUS Loan

* Loan Period will be sent as 
<AwardRangeRequestedStartDate> and 

<AwardRangeRequestedEndDate>

in the acknowledgement
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StudentLoans.gov Enhancements

New School 
Options on COD 
Web for Main 

Schools to 
participate and be 

displayed on 
StudentLoans.gov
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StudentLoans.gov Enhancements
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StudentLoans.gov Enhancements

Main Schools can 
select which 

states they are 
associated with
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Informs the borrower 
of a completed 

FAFSA

StudentLoans.gov Enhancements
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FAFSA Matching for PLUS Loan 

The COD System will begin matching a student’s 
FAFSA data for PLUS Loans

• Match all new and existing Direct Loan PLUS 
awards to FAFSA using student SSN, DOB, CPS 
Transaction Number, and Award Year

• All students should submit a FAFSA prior to 
requesting a PLUS loan

• For all DL PLUS award origination and 
maintenance records for Award Years 2011-12 
and forward



The following edits will now be triggered for PLUS Loans:

31

Edit Title Additional Notes

011 No Eligible 
Combination 
Match Found 
On CPS 

• Applies only to origination records

• Student identifier data and transaction number that a school 
submitted does not match ANY Applicant Record transaction 
number for that Award Year

012 No Eligible 
Combination 
Match Found 
On CPS 

• Applies only to maintenance records 

• Student identifier maintenance on a maintenance record with 
a transaction number and Award Year that does not match an 
Applicant File

024 Reported 
CPS 
Transaction 
Number Does 
Not Match 
CPS

• Validated on origination and maintenance records

• Data (SSN or DOB) and transaction number that a school 
submitted on an origination or maintenance record does not 
match the SPECIFIC transaction number submitted on an 
Applicant Record for that Award Year

• Will trigger reject for no CPS match

FAFSA Matching for PLUS Loan 



COD Tech Ref Updates
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Date Tech Ref Updates

September 2010 New 3.0d schema was published in the COD Tech Ref

November 2010 New Business Rules were Published in the COD Tech Ref

Winter 2011 COD System will begin accepting the new 3.0d schema 

Summer 2011 New schema tags will be sent in COD System Generated 
Responses



Future Enhancements
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The following reports are slated for future COD 
enhancements:

• Endorser
• PLUS Application
• MPN
• Funded Disbursement List
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COD School Relations Center

URL: http://www.cod.ed.gov

E-mail: CODSupport@acs-inc.com 

Phone - Direct Loans: 800-848-0978

Contact Information

http://www.cod.ed.gov/
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We appreciate your feedback and comments.  We can 
be reached at:

Julie Aloisio
Phone: 202-377-3695
E-mail: julie.aloisio@ed.gov

Rosa Trejo
Phone: 202-377-3699
E-mail: rosa.trejo@ed.gov

Contact Information

mailto:julie.aloisio@ed.gov
mailto:rosa.trejo@ed.gov
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