FWS Activity:  Community Question 2

Religious Affiliation



Question # 1: Religious Affiliation

Can a Federal Works Study (FWS) work as a choir director at a church or temple?

Answer:

The answer to this question is no.  A FWS position must not involve constructing, operating, or maintaining any part of a building used for religious worship or sectarian instruction. In determining whether any FWS employment will violate this restriction, a school should consider the purpose of the part of the facility in which the work will take place and the nature of the work to be performed. For purposes of the FWS program, the directing of a church choir is considered “operation” of the building.

2002-03 FSA Handbook, FWS, page 6-16.   The regulatory citation is 34 CFR 675.20.

Question #2: Religious Affiliation

Is it true that FWS funds cannot be spent to accommodate a religious organization such as the YMCA?   I was told that FWS funds cannot be spent to assist the YMCA because they are a religiously affiliated organization?

Answer:

If the part of the facility in which the student will work is used for religious worship or sectarian instruction, the work cannot involve construction, operation, or maintenance responsibilities. If that part of the facility is not being used for religious worship or sectarian instruction, the school should make sure that any work the student will perform meets general employment conditions and that the other limitations are not violated.

For all areas that the school found problems, complete a Management Enhancement Worksheet to explain corrective action. 
