Reporting & Reconciling Activity # 3

Does Professional Judgment Apply?


Professional Judgment can impact need.  Adjusting data elements may lower a student’s EFC, which may increase the student’s Pell Grant eligibility or increase the student’s eligibility for other need-based aid.  Adjusting Cost of Attendance components may increase need, which may increase the student’s eligibility for need-based aid.  

Read the 3 scenarios below.  Assume that your school does consider PJ issues, you have adequate documentation to act on each request, and your school has resolved any conflicting information for the student.  Since the law does not prescribe how adjustments for special circumstances must be made, this activity allows you to prepare yourself for any decisions that may come your way!

1. Allen Polk comes to see you in November to ask that you exclude the $2,000 cash bank balance he reported on his FAFSA.  He was in a very serious 3-vehicle traffic accident 2 months ago and, although he was not injured, all 11 passengers in the other 2 vehicles were.  Because he was cited for reckless driving, all are suing him.  He’s had to use his $2,000 in savings to retain a lawyer.  Unfortunately, legal problems are not his only trouble.  Due to all the stress he’s been under, he’s already had to take one month off from work without pay.  To make matters worse, his doctor advises that he should take it easy and not return to work for at least another 3 months.

· What type of PJ decision is this?
· Dependency Override

· Adjustment of data elements used to calculate EFC

· Adjustment of the student’s Cost of Attendance

· Would you approve the request based on your policies & procedures for PJ?  Yes___ No___
· What documentation would you require?

2. Peter Berg, age 19, asks that you consider him independent.  Since the time he filed his FAFSA, his mother, his only living parent, has entered a witness protection program.  He has no idea where she is, and all communication with her has been totally and indefinitely severed.

· What type of PJ decision is this?
· Dependency Override

· Adjustment of data elements used to calculate EFC

· Adjustment of the student’s Cost of Attendance

· Would you approve the request based on your policies & procedures for PJ?  Yes___ No___
· What documentation would you require?

3. Patricia Smithson insists that you review her student file and give her more assistance.  She wants you to consider the fact that she contributes $200 a month to the support of her elderly parents, who, until they moved to a retirement community in Florida, had no previous financial problems.  Patricia says that, over the course of the first 4 months of this new support arrangement, she used up the $800 in savings reported on her FAFSA.  With her savings all gone, she’s not sure how she’s going to be able to continue contributing her fair share of support?

· What type of PJ decision is this?
· Dependency Override

· Adjustment of data elements used to calculate EFC

· Adjustment of the student’s Cost of Attendance

· Would you approve the request based on your policies & procedures for PJ?  Yes___ No___
· What documentation would you require?

