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ACG/National SMART Checklist
Use this checklist to ensure that all requirements for ACG/National SMART are being followed at your school. 

	ACG and National SMART

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  School only awards ACG and National SMART to students who are U.S. citizens, receiving Federal Pell Grant disbursement in the same award year, and enrolled full-time 
ACADEMIC YEAR PROGRESSION

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  School defines academic year in hours and weeks
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Student must complete both hours and weeks to progress
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  School determines a student’s progression of weeks of instructional time of an academic year through an exact accounting of those weeks of instructional time
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If student transfers to the school, the school counts credit or clock hours earned by the student and the prior institution that are accepted for student’s eligible program.  The school also counts the estimated number of weeks of instructional time completed
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  For Formula 1 or 2 schools, may use Alternatives for Weeks of Instructions Time.  If so, one of three alternatives used
GPA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  School ensures students have a GPA of at least 3.0 on a 4.0 scale, or numeric equivalent
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  School’s grading scale clearly differentiates student performance to determine the equivalent of at least a 3.0 GPA

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If school uses alternatives to standard numeric grading, the school has developed and applied an academically defensible equivalency policy
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  School’s equivalency policy is in writing, available to students upon request, and consistent with the school’s other standards (both academic and Title IV)


	ACG

GPA specific requirements for ACG

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  School ensures that for the first academic year of the student’s eligible program that students maintain a GPA of 3.0 or higher (on a 4.0 scale) or the equivalent
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  For a student who transfers hours of at least 1 academic year but less than 2, the school calculates GPA using grades for courses accepted toward student’s ACG-eligible program 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  For a student who transfers hours comprising less than 1 academic year, the school uses grades for all coursework accepted into an ACG eligible program and grades for coursework earned at prior school

ACG

Prior Enrollment

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  School does not award ACG if student was enrolled (while in high school) as a “regular student” in an ACG eligible program while being at or below the age of compulsory attendance
Successful Completion of a Rigorous Program

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  School ensures that ACG students complete rigorous program and receive high school diploma (or certification of secondary education for home-schooled students)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  School documents a student’s successful completion of a rigorous program and receipt of high school diploma (or certification of completing home-schooling) from a cognizant authority

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  School attempts to document student’s successful completion of rigorous secondary school program of student for any student who self-certifies on FAFSA or otherwise self-identifies to school 
Recognition of Rigorous Program
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  School only recognizes rigorous programs that are State-Designated Programs such as a State-submitted program, an advanced or honors program established by a State and in existence for the 04-05 or 05-06 school year, or State Scholars Initiative 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  School ensures that the student in the rigorous program completed at least 2 Advanced Placement (AP) courses with a passing test score of 3 or 2 International Baccalaureate (IB) courses with a passing test of 4
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  School ensures that the student in the rigorous program completed 4 years of English, 3 years of mathematics (2 of which were algebra 1 and above), 3 years of science (2 of which were one each of biology, chemistry or physics), 3 years of social studies, and 1 year of a language other than English 


	National SMART

GPA specific requirements for National SMART
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  School ensures that students maintain a cumulative GPA through the most recently completed payment period of 3.0 or higher (on a 4.0 scale) or the equivalent
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  School ensures that for the third academic year, students must complete their second academic year of the eligible program in order to receive third year disbursement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  School ensures that for the fourth academic year, students must complete their third academic year of the eligible program in order to receive fourth year disbursement

National SMART

School uses one of two methods for transfer students
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Transfer Grades not incorporated
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Transfer grades incorporated

Eligible Major
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  School ensures that the student is enrolled in an eligible major

Documentation of Eligible Majors

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  School documents a student’s eligible major as well as progress in the eligible program and major 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  School maintains documentation of a student’s declared major or in the case of a student’s intent to declare a major, the school receives written declaration of intent provided by student timely enough for school to determine that it still correctly reflects student’s stated intent
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  School ensures that National SMART students enroll in courses necessary both to complete degree program and fulfill eligible major requirements
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Beginning Fall 2007-08, the school ensures that National SMART students are enrolled in at least 1 course that meets specific requirements of student’s National SMART Grant-eligible major to receive a National SMART Grant for payment period



PAGE  
Page 1 of 2                                                                                                                                                                Federal Student Aid Assessment Activities

