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INTRODUCTION

Overview

This guide will assist financial aid administrators (FAAS) in interpreting student
information from an Institutional Student Information Record (ISIR), which is an
electronic record that is sent to the institution. The term ISIR refers to all processed
student information records that are sent electronically to institutions by the Central
Processing System (CPS).

A Student Aid Report (SAR) is the paper output document that is sent to the student.
SARs and ISIRs contain the same processed student information in different formats.
The SAR is explained in detail in Appendix D of this guide.

ISIRs are records sent to an institution through Electronic Data Exchange (EDE), the
Department’s electronic service that allows institutions to send and receive electronic
data to and from the CPS and other Federal Student Aid (FSA) systems. Drafts of the
2004-2005 ISIR record layout for institutions and state agencies have been provided at
conferences beginning in July 2003. The 2004-2005 EDE Technical Reference contains
all the application processing and correction record layouts in section 3. The 2004-2005
EDE Technical Reference can be downloaded in portable document format (PDF) from
the U.S. Department of Education's Federal Student Aid Download (FSAdownload) Web
site located at FSAdownload.ed.gov as well as on the Information for Financial Aid
Professionals (IFAP) Web site, located at ifap.ed.gov.

This ISIR Guide explains codes and flags that appear as FAA information on the ISIR.
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Changes to the design and data elements on the 2004-2005 Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) required corresponding changes to the ISIR; however, we made
very few changes to the 2004-2005 application processing system. Information about
these system changes and enhancements will be posted on the U.S. Department of
Education's FSAdownload Web site located at FSAdownload.ed.gov as well as on the
IFAP Web site, located at ifap.ed.gov.

New ISIR Fields for 2004-2005

« Father’s/Stepfather’s First Name Initial

« Father’s/Stepfather’s Date of Birth

« Mother’s/Stepmother’s First Name Initial
« Mother’s/Stepmother’s Date of Birth

« Reject Override G

o Parent’s E-mail Address

« Address Only Change Flag

o CPS Pushed ISIR Flag

« SAR C Change Flag

« Father’s/Stepfather’s SSN Match Flag

« Mother’s/Stepmother’s SSN Match Flag
« Electronic Transaction Indicator (ETI) Flag
o Subsidized Loan Limit Flag

« Combined Loan Limit Flag

Deleted ISIR Fields for 2004-2005

« Enrollment Status Fall 2003

« Enrollment Status Winter 2003-2004
« Enrollment Status Spring 2004

« Enrollment Status Summer 2004

o Age of Older Parent

« Input Record Type

o Serial Number
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Deleted ISIR fields for 2004-2005 (continued)

Early Analysis Flag

Electronic Application Entry Source Code
Duplicate Request Indicator

SSA Date of Death

Subsequent Application Flag

Paid EFC

Paid EFC Type

Duplicate Date

ISIR Transaction Type

Modified Rejects for 2004-2005

Reject A end year range increased from 1928 to 1929
Reject B end year range increased from 1987 to 1988

New Rejects for 2004-2005

Reject 6 — Father’s SSN not on SSA database (non-verifiable)
Reject 7 — Mother’s SSN not on SSA database (non-verifiable)

Reject 12 — Dependent student, taxes paid amount is greater than or equal to AGI
(non-verifiable)

Reject G — Dependent student, taxes paid amount is less than AGI, but greater than a
fixed percentage of the AGI (verifiable)

Reject S — Father’s DOB not matched on SSA database (verifiable)
Reject T — Mother’s DOB not matched on SSA database (verifiable)

Comment Code Changes

We added comment codes 002, 007, 008, 011, 012, 014, 015, 016, 017, 019, 021,
022, 025, 027, 029, 032, 034, 035, 036, 045, 063, 073, 074, 152, and 153.

Most of the added comments are to correspond with the results of the new data match
of parent identifiers with the Social Security Administration and for the new cross
year data checks conducted at the CPS. The other new comments are to correspond
with the added reject 12 and the new Reject G.
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Comment Code Changes (Continued)

We deleted comment codes 001, 040, 051, 163, 174, 258, 259, 264, 265, 268, 269,
270, and 271.

Most of the deleted comments are no longer needed because of the simplified method
of NSLDS providing Loan Limit indicators. Comment 40 is deleted because the CPS
will no longer process subsequent original applications. Comment 001 will no longer
be provided when a duplicate SAR is processed and comment 51 is replaced with the

new comments for parent SSN Match. We deleted comments 163 and 174 because of
changes to edits with the VA match.

We modified the text in comment codes 006, 049, 156, 157, 162, 173, 180, 256, 257,
262, and 263.

We incremented ineriminated the dates and year references in comment codes 054,
056, 070, 078, 085, 087, 095, 097, 125, 127, 128, and 160.,-162,-163,-173-1 74 and
180.

We updated the text in the following comments from Immigration and Naturalization
Services (INS) to Department of Homeland Security (DHS). Comment codes 045,
046, 105, 109, 120, 141, 142, 143, and 144 have this name change.

We updated the item numbers in SAR comment codes 026, 030, 033, 052, 053, 054,
056, 057, 058, 089, 094, 099, 111, 114, 129, 130, 150, 151, 154, 155, 165, 166, 167,
168, 169, and 179.

Because of agency name changes, comment codes 191 and 207 are modified.

We added a second phone number in comment codes 190, 197, 209, 222, 226, 232,
238, and 239.

We deleted a phone number extension in comment code 229.

February 2005 (2004-2005) ISIR Guide 4



Processing Flow

The flow of information through the system remains the same in 2004-2005 as in 2003-
2004.

The student starts the process by filling out a FAFSA, and this information is “processed”
through the CPS and returned to the student and institution. The application information
can be submitted on paper, electronically at the school through FAA Access to CPS
Online, or using FAFSA on the Web, Spanish FAFSA on the Web, or Renewal FAFSA
on the Web.

The charts on pages 9 and 10 show how information about a financial aid applicant flows
through the system for the various types of applications and corrections. The major
participants and documents or records in the application process are:

1) The U.S. Department of Education (ED).

2) The student. He or she may apply for federal student aid under the Title IV
programs—Federal Pell Grant, Federal SEOG, Federal Work-Study, Federal Perkins
Loan, the Federal Family Education Loan Program, and the William D. Ford Federal
Direct Loan Program.

3) The financial aid application. There are different forms of the applications available
that the student can complete and submit to apply for federal student aid. These
include the paper FAFSA, paper Renewal FAFSA, paper Spanish FAFSA, FAFSA on
the Web, Spanish FAFSA on the Web, or Renewal FAFSA on the Web. The
application can also be filed for the student by the school via an electronic FAFSA
through FAA Access to CPS Online.

4) The FAFSA processor. One organization will serve as the data entry processor for the
2004-2005 processing year under contract with ED. The FAFSA processor receives
applications in the mail, performs document analysis to check that data are
acceptable, and handles missing or unacceptable responses. The processor images the
application, enters the information from the application, and transmits it electronically
to the CPS.

5) The Central Processing System (CPS). The CPS operates under a contract with ED to
receive and process application and correction information. The CPS matches student
records with other databases to check eligibility. The CPS also applies a series of
“compute edits” to the application information to check for inconsistencies,
contradictions, and missing information. During the compute process, the CPS uses
the need-analysis formula specified by law to calculate each applicant’s Expected
Family Contribution (EFC).
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6) The Institutional Student Information Record (ISIR). ISIRs are electronic records
produced by the CPS that provide schools with processed application and correction
information. ISIRs are sent to destination points (schools, servicers, and state
agencies) daily through EDE.

7) The Student Aid Report (SAR) and the SAR Information Acknowledgement. These
paper documents provide the student with processed application information. The
CPS prints these forms and mails them directly to the address the student provided.
Alternatively, some students will receive an electronic SAR e-mail.

8) The School. The school refers to each postsecondary educational institution that the
student listed on the financial aid application. The FAA at the school will use the
processed information from the ISIR (or SAR) to determine what federal student aid
the applicant is eligible to receive. Schools and states may also use information from
the ISIR (or SAR) to award their own financial aid.
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Transactions

A “transaction” is an interaction between the CPS and the financial aid applicant, or the
school acting on behalf of the applicant, that changes any of the data on the applicant’s
record. Each transaction results in a new ISIR and SAR, and is identified by transaction
number (i.e., 01, 02, 03, and so forth). A transaction may sometimes be “system-
generated.” For example, when a student’s eligibility for federal student aid changes on
the National Student Loan Data System (NSLDS), the CPS will automatically reprocess
the application information and generate a new transaction without additional input from
the student or from a school. These system-generated transactions will be sent or
“pushed” to the school in new electronic message classes.

When application data for an award year first arrive at the CPS and are processed, the
resulting report is called the “01” transaction. The student receives a SAR, electronic
SAR, or SAR Information Acknowledgement and the listed schools can receive ISIRs. If
corrections are necessary, the student makes these changes on the SAR, returns the SAR
to the FAFSA processor, and the information is reprocessed.

Alternatively, the student can make the corrections electronically through Corrections on
the Web, or a school can enter corrections electronically through FAA Access to CPS
Online, even if the school did not submit the original application electronically. The
corrections generate a new record that is identified as an “02” transaction.

To create a correction transaction, a change must be made to at least one data element.
The change can be anything, even an address correction or the addition or change of a
school. The first correction is labeled “02,” and subsequent corrections are labeled “03,”
“04,” and so forth. Identifying the correct transaction is important when reporting Pell
Grant payments and when requesting duplicate ISIRs or SARSs.
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Highlights and Assumptions
Paper System Highlights and Assumptions

Students are instructed to review information on the SAR carefully for accuracy. Items
requiring special attention are “highlighted” by printing them in boldface type. Both the
student and FAA need to pay careful attention to questions and responses that are
highlighted.

During the edit process, the CPS applies logic in comparing two or more pieces of
information provided by the student. The CPS highlights information that is conflicting,
missing, or contradictory. Items that are questioned are highlighted on the SAR.

In certain instances, the application is rejected because of a conflict. For example, an
independent student answers that he or she is not married but provides financial
information for a spouse. The CPS will reject this application (Reject 11) and print the
questioned items in boldface type on the SAR. The CPS will not calculate an EFC,
because key financial information is conflicting.

In other situations, the CPS makes an “assumption” and does not reject the student’s
record. For example, a student reports that he or she is married and provides spouse’s
income, but reports only one person in the household. In this case, the CPS assumes
there are two persons in the household, highlights both questions and responses on the
SAR, and calculates an EFC as long as the record is not rejected for other reasons. Both
the reported and the assumed values are printed, with the word “ASSUMED” in
parentheses next to the assumed response that was used in the EFC calculation.

The CPS most often makes assumptions when questions are left blank. Once an answer
IS assumed, the assumed information is used throughout all the subsequent edits and in
the EFC calculation.

If the CPS makes an assumption, but then rejects the record for other reasons, an EFC is
not calculated and the assumed values are not used. In this situation, the student receives
a SAR with arrows printed next to the questionable line items. The student is then
required to correct them.
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Electronic System Highlights and Assumptions

All FSA application software that is used to submit application data contains certain edits
that prompt users to resolve inconsistencies before sending the information to the CPS.
These edits are contained in the FAA Access to CPS Online, FAFSA on the Web,
Spanish FAFSA on the Web, Renewal FAFSA on the Web, and Corrections on the Web
applications. When inconsistencies or missing data would cause the record to be rejected
at the CPS, the software does not allow the record to be completed or transmitted until
information is changed or added. However, when these inconsistencies would cause an
assumption, the user is prompted to review and change the data, but will be allowed to
transmit the record even if a change is not made. The ISIR that a school receives will
include a flag for each highlighted field and will have an “h,” for highlight, next to the
items on which assumptions were made on the printed ISIR.

An FAA can override certain assumptions that would be made at the CPS using FAA
Access to CPS Online. When an FAA sets an override code on an electronic application,
the CPS accepts the data as reported and does not make an assumption about that item.
For example, if a student indicates more than six family members are attending college,
the CPS would assume *“one” person in college during processing. If, in fact, there are
more than six family members attending college, the FAA can eliminate the need for a
correction by setting the appropriate override flag using FAA Access to CPS Online.

In addition, FAA Access to CPS Online allows the FAA to override certain “verifiable
rejects” by setting a reject override flag before transmitting the student’s application. For
example, a student may have an unusually large number of family members. If the FAA
sets the appropriate override flag before sending the student’s record, the student’s record
will not be rejected. Students who are using FAFSA on the Web, Spanish FAFSA on the
Web, Corrections on the Web, or Renewal FAFSA on the Web will be able to set the
assumption and reject overrides described above by confirming the data that they have
entered.
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2004-2005 Federal Application Processing
System Paper and Electronic Processes

Electronicallythrough

School PaperProcess
Student (spouse, parents) completes Student (spouse, parents) completes
a paper FAFSA, a paper Spanish apaper FAFSA, a paper Spanish
FAFSA, ora paperRenewal FAFSA, or FAFSA, ormakes correctionsto a
providesschool with acceptable paper SAR. Student mailsdocument
documents for corrections. to the FAFSA processor.
A 4
DestinationPoint (school or servicer)
entersdata into FAA Accessto CPS FAFSAProcessor enters and
Online orinto a mainframe or third- transmits application or correction
party software and transmits the data and signature flag to the CPS.
application orcorrection dataand
signature flagsto CPS.

b3

CPS edits data from all sources, performs data matches, calculates EFC and
generates all processing resultsin real time when possible, e-mails electronic
SAR information or printsand mailsSAR or SAR Acknowledgementto students.

CPS makes the processed data (ISIRs) available to schools, servicers, and state

agencies.
FAAAccess toCPSOnline PaperProcess
Student receivesSAR Acknowledgement Student receives SAR or SAR e-mail
if no e-mail address wasprovided or the ifan e-mail address with valid syntax
e-mail addresscontained invalid syntax; wasreceived on paperapplication.
otherwise, the student receives SAR e- Schools, servicers, and state
mail. Schools, servicers, and state agenciesreceive ISIRs.

agenciesreceive ISIRs.

Student may submit SAR or SAR
Acknowledgementto school if
school is notlisted on application.
However, school must take action to
ensure school isadded to student’s
record so that school receives
electroniclSIR.
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2004-2005 Federal Application Processing
System Web Process

FAFSA onthe Web Renewal FAFSAon the Web
Spanish FAFSA onthe Web Corrections onthe Web

Student (spouse, parent(s) completes the
application online,transmitsthe datadirectly
to the CPS. Student (and parent) must provide
electronic signature or send paper signature
to the FAFSA processor to complete the
process.

Student (spouse, parent(s)applies for PINatthe
FAFSA on the Web address. Student or parent
receivesa PIN by mail or by e-mail. PIN from prior
year can also be used. PINs are automatically sent
to previous Web filers and graduate students.

|

Student accesses Renewal FAFSA
or Correctionson the Web, with PIN.
Studentupdates/completesthe
applicationonline.

A A

DependentStude nt transmits IndependentStudent
the datato the CPS. PIN serves transmits data to the
as electronic signature for CPS. PIN serves as
student. Parent must sign with electronicsignature.

a PINor use the paper
Signaturepage.

) )

FAFSAProcessor receivesSignature
Page from students or parentsusing
FAFSA on the Web or Spanish FAFSAon
the Web, and from dependent students
using Renewal FAFSA or Correctionson
the Web. Processor enters and transmits
signature flag to the CPS.

v l h 4 Y

CPS receives Web submissions, edits data, performs matches, calculates EFC, and prints and mails SAR
Acknowledgementsifall signatureshave been received, or SARIf rejected for missing signatures. If the
student provided e-mail addresses with valid syntax, a SAR e-mail is sent. CPS makes the processed data
(ISIRs) available to schools, servicers, and state agencies.

A A

Renewal FAFSAon the Web
Corrections on the Web

1. Independent student receives SAR e-mail or SAR
Acknowledgement.
2. Dependent studentreceives SAR Acknowledgement or SAR e-
mail ifthe parentused a PIN or if the Signature Page isreceived
and processed within 14 days*.
3. Dependent student receivesrejected SAR (for parent
signature) if parent doesnot use PIN and paper Signature Page
isnot received within 14 days*.

FAFSA onthe Web
Spanish FAFSA onthe Web

1. If Signature Page received and processed within 14
days, studentreceives SAR e-mail or SAR
Acknowledgement*.

2. If Signature Page isnot received within 14 days,
student receives SAR e-mail or SAR
Acknowledgement*.

CPS makesthe processed data (ISIRs) available to

] . CPS makes the processed data (ISIRs) available to schools,
schools, servicers, and state agencies.

servicers, and state agencies.

* |f the student provided an e-mail address with valid syntax a SAR e-mail is sent to the student rather than a paper SAR
Acknowledgement or SAR.
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1ISIR DATA

Overview

Schools can receive ISIRs for all students who listed their institution on their paper
FAFSA, paper Spanish FAFSA, paper Renewal FAFSA, FAFSA on the Web, Spanish
FAFSA on the Web, Renewal FAFSA on the Web, Corrections on the Web, or SAR.
More than 7,000 postsecondary institutions participate in some aspect of EDE. These
institutions can send application and correction data from the school or through a servicer
(either one is called a “destination point™) and receive processed student records (ISIRs)
at the destination point.

Beginning with the 2004-2005 processing cycle, you can access your ISIRs from the ISIR
Datamart which is the centralized location and storage space for all ISIR data generated
by the CPS. Schools, state agencies, and other authorized users receive ISIR distributions
from the datamart through the SAIG. For more information on the ISIR Datamart please
refer to the School Electronic Process Guide which is located on the U.S. Department of
Education’s Federal Student Aid download Web site, located at FSAdownload.ed.gov.

Appendix G contains an example print format for the ISIR. Student and FAA
information prints out on two pages, with an additional page for NSLDS Financial Aid
History. Schools do not need to print hardcopy ISIRs; however, in this guide we will use
the print format as a tool to discuss the codes that appear on the ISIR record.

The student’s processed application information appears on the printout of an electronic
ISIR from EDExpress in a two-column, two-page format with an abbreviated version of
each FAFSA question on the left and the student’s response on the right. Information is
divided into sections like the FAFSA sections, e.g., Step One: The Student. Questions
are not numbered individually, but each section heading identifies the range of FAFSA
questions included.
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ISIR Office Information

In the section titled Office Information, on page 3 of the sample ISIR, the following
information appears:

DRN

Primary EFC Type

Secondary EFC Type
Processed Date

Transaction Data Source/Type
Source of Correction

Federal School Code Indicator
Reject Override Codes
Assumption Override Codes

DRN

The student’s Data Release Number (DRN) will appear in this section only for a record
with an Application Data Source/Type code of 1A, 3A, 3R, 3E, or 3G; and when the
school receiving the ISIR also entered the student’s application or renewal application
data. The DRN will not appear on an ISIR in other situations.

Primary and Secondary EFC Type

These codes tell an FAA which formula was used to calculate the EFC.

1 Full Needs Test: dependent
Full Needs Test: independent without dependents

Full Needs Test: independent with dependents

2

3

4 Simplified Needs Test: dependent

5 Simplified Needs Test: independent without dependents
6

Simplified Needs Test: independent with dependents

Processed Date

The Processed Date is the date this transaction was processed at the CPS.
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Transaction Data Source/Type Code

The Transaction Data Source/Type code identifies a FAFSA processor or other source of
the transaction.

1A
1C
1S
2A
2B
2C
2E
2F
2G
2H
2R
3A
3C
3E
3G
3H
3R
3V
4A
4B
4C
4]
4K
4R
4S
5C
sM
SN
5S
5Z
6C

Electronic - Application
Electronic - Correction Full SAR

| . .
Web Student - Application
Web Student - Application Spanish
Web Student - Correction
Web Student - EZ FAFSA
Web Student - EZ FAFSA Spanish
Web Student - EZ FAFSA Renewal Application
Web Student - EZ FAFSA Correction
Web Student - Renewal Application
Web FAA - Application
Web FAA - Correction
Web FAA - EZ FAFSA
Web FAA - EZ FAFSA Renewal Application
Web FAA - EZ FAFSA Correction
Web FAA - Renewal Application
Web FAA - Verification Correction
Paper - Application
Paper - Application Spanish
Paper - Correction
Paper - Correction Application
Paper - Correction Application Spanish
Paper - Renewal Application
Paper—Sighature-Page
CPS - CPS System-Generated Correction
CPS - DHS Secondary Confirmation
CPS - NSLDS Postscreening
CPS - CPS System-Generated Signature

CPS-Control-Application
FSAIC - Correction (Student and Image Error)
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Source of Correction Flag

The Source of Correction Flag is a field that is set on each correction transaction and
indicates what the source of the correction was.

A Applicant
D CPS
S School

Federal School Code Indicator

The Federal School Code Indicator verifies the identity of the originating institution.

“Reject” and “Assumption” Override Codes

The ISIR shows which Reject Override Codes and which Assumption Override Codes
were set on the transaction. These override codes allow an FAA to override certain
rejects designated as “verifiable” rejects. It also allows an FAA to override certain
assumptions that the CPS would make about a student’s data when the information
appears to be inconsistent.
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ISIR FAA Information

The FAA information section displays in one place every relevant piece of information
about a student’s eligibility. On the ISIR, FAA information is printed on the third page
following the summary of application data and is labeled “FAA Information.”
Descriptive labels are intended to help the FAA identify reject codes, match flags,
intermediate values, and so forth. Using the printed ISIR format as a basis, here are
identifications for the codes and flags that appear as FAA information.

Date ISIR Received

The date the ISIR record was received at your institution.

Verification Flag

The Verification Flag indicates if a student has been selected for verification on any
transaction.

Y Selected for verification
N Not selected for verification
* Selected for verification on a subsequent transaction

System Generated Indicator

These codes identify a system-generated transaction that was initiated by the CPS, rather
than resulting from an application or correction sent to the CPS. The codes show why the
CPS automatically generated a record.

Blank Not a system-generated SAR
A Applicant released from Drug Enforcement hold file
I DHS Secondary Confirmation completed
N NSLDS post-screening transaction
Z Reprocessed transaction

ISIRs for system-generated transactions will be sent to schools in separate electronic
message classes.
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FAA Adjustment

This flag indicates that a transaction resulted from a professional judgement adjustment
requested by an FAA.

Blank No EFC adjustment processed
Yes EFC adjustment processed
Failed EFC adjustment attempted but failed

When an FAA uses professional judgement to change a data item on the ISIR, only the
school that made the change will remain listed on the new ISIR transaction.

Transaction Receipt Date

The date appearing in this position is the date that the FAFSA processor or the CPS
received the input information that generated the transaction. The receipt date for the
first application will be a fixed date; the transaction receipt date, however, will change
each time a new transaction is generated. For example, a student sends in a Renewal
Application that is received by the FAFSA processor on March 13, 2004. This first
transaction SAR and ISIR would have an Application Receipt Date and a Transaction
Receipt Date of March 13, 2004. If the student then mails in a SAR with corrections and
it is received on April 17, the 02 transaction would show an Application Receipt Date of
March 13, 2004 and a Transaction Receipt Date of April 17, 2004.

Reprocessing Code

This code provides information about records that are reprocessed by the CPS for any
reason. When the System Generated Flag is set to “Z,” this position will contain a two-
digit number, beginning with “01” and incrementing each time a group of records is
reprocessed. Check the IFAP Web site at ifap.ed.gov for announcements that will define
the reason associated with a particular two-digit number.

Processed Record Type

This code indicates the type of processed record.

Blank  Original Application (from any source)
C Correction Application
H Correction (from any source)
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CPS Pushed ISIR Flag

This flag is set to identify transactions that are automatically sent to schools. This field
will contain a “Yes” for transactions automatically sent to school and a blank for
transactions not automatically sent to school. Examples of transactions automatically
pushed to the school included:

« EFC Change Flag is set
« SAR C Flag changes between correction and transaction being corrected
« Transaction is system-generated

Rejects Met

Up to seven reject reason codes can be printed in this position. Refer to Appendix A for
the reject reason codes and the comment numbers associated with certain types of rejects.

Verification Tracking Flag

The Verification Tracking Flag identifies the priority of the criteria used by the CPS to
select applicants for verification and is based on the likelihood of error. The higher the
number in the Verification Tracking field, the higher the priority for selection by the
CPS. For example, a "0112" in this field has a greater potential for significant error than
a student with a "0087" in this field. If you plan to use the 30% verification limit, we
recommend using this field to prioritize the applicants you choose to verify. For 2004-
2005, we use a range of 0001 to 9999 0986. New for 2004-2005, we increased this field
from a 2 byte field to a 4 byte field.

Dependency Override

This flag identifies a record that resulted from an application or correction on which an
FAA made a dependency override request. Initial applications allow overrides to be
made in one direction only: from dependent to independent. FAA Access to CPS Online
allows an FAA to cancel a previous override.

Blank No Dependency override
Yes FAA overrode dependency status from dependent to independent
Canceled FAA cancelled Dependency override

Failed FAA attempted to perform Dependency Override but failed

When an FAA performs a dependency override, only the school that submitted the
override will receive the new ISIR transaction.
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Correction # Applied To

This field only applies to transactions greater than 01 and indicates which prior
transaction the correction was applied against. For example, if you are looking at an 03
transaction and the Correction # Applied To field is 02, that means that corrections were
made against the 02 transaction to create the 03 transaction.

Application Receipt Date

This date shows the date the paper application was received by the FAFSA processor, or
the date an electronic FAFSA transmission was received by the school or entered by the
applicant in one of the electronic products.

Pell Eligible Flag

The Pell Grant Eligibility Flag alerts schools to an applicant's Pell Grant eligibility status.
A “Y” confirms that a student’s EFC and undergraduate status makes him or her eligible
for a Pell Grant, and that the record has been included in the payment system database.

Blank  Not eligible for a Pell Grant
Y Eligible for a Pell Grant

If a student who is an undergraduate incorrectly reported on the FAFSA that he or she
will be a graduate student or has a bachelor’s degree, this information must be corrected.
Otherwise, he or she will be considered ineligible for a Pell Grant and the school will be
unable to receive Pell funds for that student.
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Primary and Secondary EFCs/Alternate EFCs

The ISIR FAA Information section contains the headings “Months,” “Primary EFC,” and
“Secondary EFC.” If both a Primary and a Secondary EFC appear, it means the student
qualified for the Simplified Needs Test (SNT) but also provided information about assets.
Two calculations were performed, producing the Primary EFC (asset information was not
included in the calculation) and the Secondary EFC (asset information was included in a
full-data calculation). If only a Primary EFC appears, it means either 1) the student did
not meet the SNT criteria and only the full-data calculation was done, or 2) the student
met the SNT criteria and provided no asset information, or incomplete or inconsistent
asset information and only one calculation could be performed.

The figures printed for each of the twelve months represent alternate EFCs that an FAA
must use to award aid—other than Federal Pell Grants—for an academic year that is less
than or greater than nine months. For a dependent student, the alternate EFCs are
calculated by the CPS according to a formula prescribed by Congress. For the
independent student, the CPS calculates a simple proration of the EFC by month for less
than nine-month enrollment.

If a student meets the automatic zero EFC criteria, the CPS will not calculate an alternate
EFC. For further information, please refer to the “EFC Formula Information” section of
the FSA Handbook, located at ifap.ed.gov.
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Intermediate Values

These abbreviations represent the intermediate steps used in calculating the EFC. They
show the separate components of the need analysis formula, such as the “employment
allowance” or “parents’ contribution from assets.” These components are defined by
Congress. The values can be useful to FAAs in doing recalculations or in making
professional judgement adjustments to data items.

The intermediate values are identified as follows:

TI Total Income

ATI Allowances Against Total Income
STX State and Other Tax Allowance

EA Employment Allowance

IPA Income Protection Allowance

Al Available Income
CAl Contribution from Available Income (Independent Student)

DNW Discretionary Net Worth
NW Net Worth
APA Education Savings and Asset Protection Allowance
PCA Parents’ Contribution from Assets
AAI Adjusted Available Income
TSC Total Student’s Contribution
TPC Total Parents” Contribution

PC Parents” Contribution

STI Student’s Total Income
SATI Student’s Allowance Against Total Income
SIC Dependent Student’s Income Contribution

SDNW  Student’s Discretionary Net Worth
SCA Dependent Student's Contribution from Assets
FTI FISAP Total Income

More information on the need analysis formula and methodology for calculating the EFC
is available in the 2004-2005 FSA Handbook: Student Eligibility.

February 2005 (2004-2005) ISIR Guide 21



Auto Zero EFC Indicator

An applicant who meets certain tax filing and income criteria will qualify automatically
for an EFC figure of “0.” When these criteria are met, the CPS assigns a “0” EFC and
does not perform a full calculation except for Total Income, Student’s Total Income, and
FISAP Total Income. Only these three intermediate values will appear in the FAA
Information section.

Blank Does not meet criteria
Yes Student meets automatic zero EFC criteria

EFC Change Flag

This flag indicates whether the EFC has increased or decreased between a correction
transaction and the transaction to which the correction was applied.

Blank No change
Increase (1) EFC increased
Decrease(2) EFC decreased

SNT Flag

This flag gives information about the Simplified Needs Test (SNT), which excludes asset
information from the EFC calculation. It is performed if an applicant meets certain
criteria for tax filing status and income level.

Blank No change
Y SNT was met
N SNT was not met or could not be determined

Duplicate SSN Flag

This flag is set to “Yes” if another record was found on the CPS database with the same
SSN but a different last name.
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Address Only Correction
If an address is the only change to a record, this field will be populated.

Blank No change

1 Student’s mailing address corrected
2 Student’s E-mail address corrected

3 Parent’s E-mail address corrected

4 More than one of the above corrected

SAR C Change Flag

If the SAR C Flag is set or removed from the previous transaction, the SAR C Change
Flag will be populated with a “1”.

Match Flags

These alpha or numeric codes show the results of matching the applicant record with
databases containing information that can affect eligibility. A detailed discussion about
the flags or codes that will appear in the FAA Information section for the SSN Match
Flag, SSA Citizenship Code, DHS Match Flag, Selective Service Match Flag,
Father’s/Stepfather’s SSN, NSLDS Match Flag, VA Match Flag, DHS Secondary
Confirmation Match Flag, Selective Service Registration Flag, Mother’s/Stepmother’s
SSN and NSLDS Results Flag can be found in Appendix B.

DHS Verification Number

The DHS Verification Number also appears under the Match Flags section of FAA
Information. This is a 15-digit confirmation number that the DHS returns when a match
is conducted. The FAA must use this number when paper, or manual secondary
confirmation is necessary.

NSLDS Transaction Number

The NSLDS Transaction Number appears at the end of the Match Flags section. The
NSLDS Trans Number is the number of the last transaction on which the student’s
NSLDS data changed as a signal to the FAA to review the NSLDS information on a
particular transaction.
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NSLDS Results Flag

The NSLDS Results Flag is also at the end of the match flag section. Each record sent to
NSLDS will be returned with an NSLDS Results Flag set to one of the following values:

Blank Record not sent to NSLDS and all NSLDS fields will be blank
1 Match was found and NSLDS data sent to CPS
2 SSN match but name or DOB did not match
3 No match found
4 Match was found but no relevant NSLDS data to send to the CPS
5 Real-time transaction not sent to NSLDS

Comment Codes

The last line in the FAA information section shows the codes for comments generated on
the record that are important to the FAA. Standard comments to the student are not
included here. FAAs can review the comment codes and not have to read every comment
provided on the SAR to find information that may require FAA action. Up to 20
comment codes may be printed.

New in 2004-2005, the CPS will be performing cross year edits that compare data
reported on the FAFSA with data reported by the applicant on their FAFSA from the
previous year. Comments associated with these edits will be included in the FAA
comment list and include the following comment numbers: 32, 34, 35, 36, 73, and 74.

The EDExpress software allows comment text to be printed, if desired. All comment
codes and text used in 2004-2005 are provided in the 2004-2005 SAR/ISIR Comment
Codes and Text guide, posted on both the U.S. Department of Education’s Federal
Student Aid Download (FSAdownload) Web site located at FSAdownload.ed.gov and
the IFAP Web site at ifap.ed.gov.
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NSLDS Financial Aid History
Flags (Upper Section)

The loan change flags display at the top of the Financial Aid History page next to the
label. If there is a “#” to the right of the label, the flag has changed.

Overpayment Flag

The Overpayment Flag (Pell, FSEOG, or Perkins) displays:

D Deferred

N N/A

S Satisfactory Payment Arrangements
W Waived

Access NSLDS Overpayment exists
Contact

The Contact field for each Overpayment Flag will display a school code (OPEID), ED
Debt Collection Service Region code, N/A (when no overpayments exists), or “Y™ if
there is more than one overpayment for a specific aid type.

Discharged Loan Flag

The Discharged Loan Flag reflects the status of any loan discharged due to disability or
death. If this flag contains a value other than “N”, the “C” Flag is set on the SAR/ISIR
and a comment will be given.

C Conditional discharge
D Death

M Multiple codes

N None

P Permanent discharge

R Reaffirm
Defaulted Loans Flag

The Defaulted Loans Flag will be set when any loans exist in a defaulted status.
Appendix C includes a chart for 2004-2005 loan status codes and eligibility.
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Satisfactory Payment Arrangement Flag and Active
Bankruptcy Flag

The Loan Satisfactory Payment Arrangement flag and Active Bankruptcy flag at the top
of the Financial Aid History page will display a value of “Y” for Yes or “N” for No.

Postscreening Reason Codes

There can be up to three postscreening codes sent on the same ISIR, which helps schools
identify any student whose eligibility for federal student aid may have changed

subsequent to the last time a SAR/ISIR transaction was produced. To find cases where a
student’s eligibility status has changed, NSLDS will scan its database on a weekly basis.

Postscreening Reason codes range from 1 to13, 99, and Blank. This has not changed
from last year. The valid value content is listed below:

Blank Not an NSLDS postscreening transaction

01 The student entered default on a Title IV loan that was previously not in
default

02 Became obligated for a new overpayment of a Title IV grant or loan

03 Cleared a previously reported Default of a Title IV loan

04 Cleared an Overpayment obligation of a previously reported Title IV
grant or loan

05 Master Promissory Note status change

06 A loan was discharged

07 A loan went out of discharged status

08 Student has a loan for a closed school

09 Student has exceeded Subsidized aggregate loan limit

10 Student has exceeded Combined aggregate loan limit

11 Applicant no longer exceeds Subsidized aggregate loan limit

12