
Student Eligibility

Introduction.................................................................................... 1

Chapter 1: School-Determined Requirements.............................. 3
Regular student in an eligible program................................................................................. 3

Remedial coursework,  Preparatory coursework,Teacher certification coursework

Elementary or Secondary Enrollment.................................................................................... 5

Academic qualifications ................................................................................................................. 5
Equivalents to a high school diploma, Homeschooling, Ability-To-Benefit (ATB) test

Satisfactory academic progress................................................................................................. 8
Qualitative standards, Quantitative standards, Losing and regaining eligibility

Enrollment Status.............................................................................................................................11

Students Convicted of 
Possession or Sale of Drugs.........................................................................................................12

Standards for a qualified drug rehabilitation program

incarcerated students....................................................................................................................13

Conflicting Information................................................................................................................14

Change in Status..................................................................................................................................14
Gaining eligibility, Losing eligibility

Eligibility Requirements for 
Specific Educational Programs..................................................................................................15

Correspondence courses, Telecommunications courses, Students studying abroad

Chapter 2: Citizenship.................................................................. 17
Eligible Categories..............................................................................................................................17

U.S. Citizen or National ...................................................................................................................18
Citizenship match with Social Security Administration (SSA), 
Other documentation, Updating status for citizens born abroad

U.S. Permanent Residents and other eligible noncitizens...........................................20

Match with dhS Records.................................................................................................................21

Automated secondary confirmation ....................................................................................22



paper Secondary Confirmation..................................................................................................23
Documents that establish aid eligibility, Special circumstances, Documents 
showing ineligible statuses, Using the G-845 for secondary confirmation, 
Interpreting the USCIS response, Student rights

Citizens of the Freely Associated States...............................................................................35

Documenting Immigration Status in Later Award Years............................................35

Replacing Lost dhS Documents...................................................................................................36

copies of pertinent documents..................................................................................................37

Chapter 3: NSLDS Financial Aid History.................................... 41
NSLDS match............................................................................................................................................42

Successful match, No data from match, Postscreening—changes after initial match

Checking the Financial Aid History 
for Transfer Students.....................................................................................................................44

Effect of Bankruptcy or Disability discharge...................................................................46
Bankruptcy, Total and permanent disability discharge

Resolving Default Status...............................................................................................................47

nslds loan status codes................................................................................................................49

Chapter 4: Social Security Number............................................. 51
SSN match.................................................................................................................................................51

Successful match, No match on the Social Security Number, 
No match on  name or birth date, Missing information, Date of death

master death file.................................................................................................................................54

Applicants using same SSN..............................................................................................................54

Exception for the freely associated states: Micronesia, 
Marshall Islands, and Palau.......................................................................................................55

Chapter 5: Selective Service......................................................... 57
General Information.........................................................................................................................57

Exemptions...............................................................................................................................................57



Selective Service Match...................................................................................................................59
Successful matches, Unsuccessful matches

Failure to register..............................................................................................................................60
Determining if non-registration was knowing and willful

Chapter 6: ACG and National SMART Grant Eligibility............ 63
acg eligibility.........................................................................................................................................63

Rigorous secondary school program of study, Other considerations, 
Documenting completion of a rigorous program

national smart grant eligibility...............................................................................................66
Declaration, monitoring, and change of a major

grade point average in both grants.......................................................................................67
Schools without a traditional GPA

Chapter 7: Other Program-related Eligibility Requirements..... 69
Pell Grants..............................................................................................................................................69

Eligible postbaccalaureate program, Incarcerated students

stafford and plus loans................................................................................................................71
Preparatory coursework, Teacher certification coursework,
Parent borrower eligibility, Parent adverse credit history

campus-based aid general requirements..............................................................................73
Teacher certification programs

perkins loans.........................................................................................................................................73
Willingness to repay, Previous Perkins loan discharged in bankruptcy

federal work-study (fws)...............................................................................................................74

fseog ..........................................................................................................................................................74

leap program.........................................................................................................................................75
Application, need, and dependency status; Cost of applying

robert c. byrd honors scholarship program....................................................................76
Initial student eligibility, Continuing eligibility criteria, Part-time enrollment
after the first year, Scholarship suspension, Scholars may postpone or
interrupt enrollment, Scholarship limited to domestic schools



Notes


