
Gainful Employment: 
Reading Your Draft GE Debt-

to-Earnings Rate Files  
 
  October 18, 2016 and October 25, 2016 



Agenda 

• GE Process 
• GE Debt-to-Earnings Rates 
• Requesting GE Debt-to-Earnings Backup Reports 
• GE Debt-to-Earnings Backup File Organization 
• GE Debt-to-Earnings Backup File Viewer Tool 
• Challenging the GE Debt-to-Earnings Backup Data 

2 



• Draft GE Completers List  
• Draft GE Completers List Corrections  
• Final GE Completers List 
• Request Earnings Data from SSA by Program 
• Draft GE Debt-to-Earnings Rates (October 18th & 25th 

Webinar) 

• Draft GE Debt-to-Earnings Challenge (October 20th & 
27th Webinar) 

• Final GE Debt-to-Earnings Calculation 
• GE Alternate Earnings Appeal  
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GE Process 
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GE Debt-to-Earnings Rates 



GE Debt-to-Earnings Rates 
Institutions can view their GE Debt-to-Earnings (D/E) 
Rates on the NSLDSFAP Web site. 
 

• ORG Tab              GE Debt Measures            Search 
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GE Debt-to-Earnings Rates 
• The GE Debt Measures page displays the following rates 

for GE programs reported by your institution: 
• Debt-to-Earnings Annual 
• Debt-to-Earnings Discretionary  
• Transitional Debt-to-Earnings Annual 
• Transitional Debt-to-Earnings Discretionary 

 

• Institutions can view the current rate (Draft or Final) on 
this page 
• Draft rates will be displayed at time of release through the challenge 

period and adjudication process 
• Once the challenge period has ended and adjudications processed, 

Final GE D/E rates will displayed 
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GE Debt-to-Earnings Rates 
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GE Debt-to-Earnings Rates 
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Select the blue active number to left of the Calc. Year to 
view the Gainful Employment Debt Measures Detail page 
for a specific program 

 

 



GE Debt-to-Earnings Rates 
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• For the GE Program selected, institutions can view the Cohort, 
Rate, Numerator and Denominator 

• The Pass/Fail column indicates evaluation result for the GE 
Program; Pass, Fail or Zone 
 



• Draft GE Debt-to-Earnings Rate Letter and Backup Detail 
 

• Pushed to the institution’s TG mailbox associated with the Batch 
Gainful Employment Notification Package function 
 

• Letter delivered with message class:  GELFLEOP  
 

• Backup detail delivered with message class:  GEBFLEOP 

 
• File Layout for the GE Debt Measures Backup is located 

in the Gainful Employment User Guide Appendix D 
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GE Debt-to-Earnings Rates 

https://ifap.ed.gov/nsldsmaterials/092316NSLDSGEUserGuide.html
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Requesting GE Debt Measures 
Report 



• Two reports are available for institutions to review the 
Draft GE Debt Measures Backup data: 
 

• GE Debt Measures Backup by Program Report (GEDMP1) 
• Allows school users to request the data that was used to calculate GE 

Debt-to-Earning rates by individual GE programs at their institution  
• When all programs are requested, each GE program will be sent in a 

separate file 
 

• GE Debt Measures Backup by Calculation Year Report 
(GEDMY1) 
• Allows school users to request the data that was used to calculate the 

institution's GE Debt-to-Earning rates, either for a specified Calculation 
Year, or for the four most recent Calculation Years  
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Requesting GE Debt Measures Report 



• Accessing the report page 
 

• ORG Tab    – Request button on the GE Debt 
Measures web page (Report ID GEDMP1) 

 

• REPORT Tab        – Click on the number to the left of 
Report ID for GEDMP1 or GEDMY1 
 

• File Layout for the GE Debt Measures Backup is located 
in the Gainful Employment User Guide Appendix D 
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Requesting GE Debt Measures Report 

https://ifap.ed.gov/nsldsmaterials/092316NSLDSGEUserGuide.html


• Under the REPORT tab, you are able to request both reports 
• To request an ad-hoc report click on the corresponding  active bullet 

number to the left of the Report ID column 
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Requesting GE Debt Measures Report 



• Select the ‘Request Backup Data’ on the GE Debt Measures page or 
the GE Debt Measures Detail page 

• Directed to the GE Debt Measures Backup by Program (GEDMP1) 
report  
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Requesting GE Debt Measures Report 



If you arrive to the report from the 
Debt Measures Detail page, the 
report request screen will 
prepopulate with that program 
only. 
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Requesting GE Debt Measures Report 

If you arrive to the report 
from the Debt Measures 
page, the report request 
screen will prepopulate with 
all programs in your GE Debt 
Measures Backup Data file 
 
 



GE Debt Measures Backup by Calculation Year Report (GEDMY1) 
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Requesting GE Debt Measures Report 

Report can be 
requested to be 
delivered a single 
file, which recreates 
the version “pushed” 
to you from NSLDS 

OR 
Report can be 
requested to be 
delivered in multiple 
files, which creates a 
single file per 
program. 
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  GE Debt Measures File 
Organization 

  



GE Debt Measures File 

• Includes the Final GE Completers List 
 

• Consists of multiple record types 
• 1 File Header 
• 11 Detail Record Types 
• 1 File Trailer 

 

• All files will have a Header and Trailer record 
 

• Most files will have all 11 detail record types 
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GE Debt Measures File 
• Header Record (Record type – 00) 

• Program Header Record (Record type – 05) 

• Program Student Record (Record type – 10) 

• Program GE Record (Record type – 15) 

• Program Loan Record (Record type – 20) 
• Program Loan Other GE Record (Record type – 25) 
• Program Loan Consolidation Loan Record (Record type – 30) 
• Program Loan Enrollment Record (Record type – 35) 
• Program Student Enrollment in Earnings Year Record (Record type – 40) 

• Program Student Deferment in Earnings Year Record (Record type – 45) 

• Program Student in GE Attendance Earnings Year Record (Record type – 50) 

• Program Loan Holders Record (Record type – 55) 

• Trailer Record (Record type – 99) 
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Record types 
linked with GE 

D/E rate. 



GE Debt Measures File Layout 

21 

Note: Above is an excerpt from the NSLDS GE Debt Measures File Record Layout in 
fixed-width format.   



GE Debt Measures File 
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Header Record
(00)

Program Header Record (05)

Program Student Record (10)

GE Program Record (15)

Program Student Enrollment in Earnings 
Year Record (40)

Program Student Deferment in Earnings 
Year Record (45)

Program Student GE Attendance in Earnings 
Year Record (50)

Program Loan Holders Record (55)

Trailer Record
(99)

Program Loan Record (20)

Program Loan Consolidation Loan Record 
(30)

Program Loan Other GE Record (25)

Program Loan Enrollment Record (35)



File Contents 
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24 

GE Debt-to-Earnings Backup Data 
Viewer Tool 



GE Debt-to-Earnings Viewer Tool 
 
• The GE Debt-to-Earnings Viewer tool provides a 

simplified way for institutions to view their backup detail 
report 
 

• Available for download on the Information for Financial 
Aid Professionals (IFAP) Web site 
 

• To be used with: 
• Pushed GE Debt Measures Backup Data file – GEBFLEOP 

Message Class  
 or  
• Requested (ad hoc) GE Debt Measures Report (GEDMY1) – 

GEBFLEOP Message Class  
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GE Debt-to-Earnings Viewer Tool 
• Instructions for the GE Debt-to-Earnings Viewer, including 

how to download the tool, are available on IFAP 
 

• After downloading the GE Debt-to-Earnings Viewer tool 
from IFAP and the GE Debt Measures Backup Data file 
from SAIG, the user will click the icon to open the tool 
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GE Debt-to-Earnings Viewer Tool 
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Open File box details which reports are to be used with the tool and 
allows the user to browse for the downloaded GE Debt-to-Earnings 
backup file  

 



GE Debt-to-Earnings Viewer Tool 
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After selecting the correct file, your institution’s OPEID and name 
will appear in the Open File box, click the Open button to display 
data 



GE Debt-to-Earnings Viewer Tool 
The tool displays the content of your institution’s GE Debt Measures 
Backup Data file  
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GE Debt-to-Earnings Viewer Tool 
The View (Program/Student Switch and Jump), Filter and Sort 
Options are explained in the tool’s Help Contents. 
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GE Debt-to-Earnings Viewer Tool 
The data in the Programs section is pulled from the 
Program Header Record (Record type – 05) 
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Pos 
FR 

Pos 
TO 

 
Data Element 

13 18 CIP Code 
19 20 Credential Level 
34 153 Program Name 

208 212 Debt-To-Earnings Annual Rate 
213 213 Debt-To-Earnings Annual Pass/Zone/Fail 
232 236 Debt-to-Earnings with Discretionary Income Rate 
237 237 Debt-to-Earnings with Discretionary Income Pass/Zone/Fail 
265 269 Transitional Debt-To-Earnings Annual Rate 
270 270 Transitional Debt-To-Earnings Annual Pass/Zone/Fail 
280 284 Transitional Debt-To-Earnings with Discretionary Income Rate 
285 285 Transitional Debt-To-Earnings with Discretionary Income Pass/Zone/Fail 



GE Debt-to-Earnings Viewer Tool 
The data in the Student section is pulled from the Program 
Student Record (Record type – 10) and Program GE Record 
(Record type – 15) 
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Pos 
FR 

Pos 
TO 

 
Data Element 

51 51 Qualifies for 2-year Evaluation Period 
52 60 Student Social Security Number 
61 95 Student First Name 
96 130 Student Middle Name 

131 165 Student Last Name 
166 173 Student Date of Birth 
209 217 Debt Amount 
218 226 Private Loans Amount 
227 235 Institutional Financing Amount 
236 244 Title IV Loan Amount 

Pos 
FR 

Pos 
TO 

 
Data Element 

111 116 Tuition and Fees Amount 

143 148 Allowance for Books, Supplies, and Equipment 

Record Type 10 

Record Type 15 



GE Debt-to-Earnings Viewer Tool 
• Excluded Reason field in the Students and Program(s) 

sections 
• Indicates a student was excluded because: 

• SSA Match Limit 
• In transitional rates, due to a Higher Credential Level 

• Hover over to view valid values and definitions 
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GE Debt-to-Earnings Viewer Tool 
The data in the Student’s Program(s) section is pulled from 
the Program Student Record (Record type – 10) and 
Program GE Record (Record type – 15) 
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Pos 
FR 

Pos 
TO 

 
Data Element 

13 18 CIP Code 
19 20 Credential Level 
34 38 Student ID 
51 51 Qualifies for 2-year Evaluation Period 
52 60 Student Social Security Number 
61 95 Student First Name 
96 130 Student Middle Name 

131 165 Student Last Name 
166 173 Student Date of Birth 
209 217 Debt Amount 
218 226 Private Loans Amount 
227 235 Institutional Financing Amount 
236 244 Title IV Loan Amount 

Pos 
FR 

Pos 
TO 

 
Data Element 

111 116 Tuition and Fees Amount 

Record Type 10 

Record Type 15 



GE Debt-to-Earnings Viewer Tool 
The data in the Current Program GE Records section is 
pulled from the Program GE Record (Record type – 15) 
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Pos 
FR 

Pos 
TO 

 
Data Element 

13 18 CIP Code 
19 20 Credential Level  
39 43 GE Record ID 
51 56 GE Record Institution Code (OPEID) 
65 72 Program Attendance Begin Date 
73 80 Program Attendance Begin Date in Award Year 
90 95 Private Loans Amount 
96 101 Institutional Debt 

102 110 Title IV Loan Amount 
111 116 Tuition and Fees Amount 
143 148 Allowance for Books, Supplies, and Equipment 



GE Debt-to-Earnings Viewer Tool 
The data in the Current GE Record Loan(s) section is 
pulled from the Program Loan Record (Record type – 20) 
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Pos 
FR 

Pos 
TO 

 
Data Element 

44 48 Loan Id 
51 58 Loan School Code  
59 66 Loan Date 
67 68 Loan Type 
69 69 Indicator of Separate Loan 
70 77 Loan Period Begin Date 
78 85 Loan Period End Date 
86 89 Loan Period Days 

108 113 Loan Period Days Attributed 
191 196 Loan Amount 
197 202 Loan Cancellation Amount 
203 208 Loan Refund Amount 
209 214 Loan Debt 
215 220 Loan Debt Attributed To Program 
262 267 Current Lender Servicer Code 
268 273 Current Lender Code 
274 276 Current GA/ED Servicer Code 
277 297 Data Provider External Id/Award Id 



GE Debt-to-Earnings Viewer Tool 
• The data in the Other GE Records Overlapping Loan 

section is pulled from the Program Loan Other GE 
Record (Record type – 25) 

• This section only displays when the loan(s) for the 
student selected were attributed to another GE Program 
attended by student during the same time period as the 
program being evaluated 
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Pos 
FR 

Pos 
TO 

 
Data Element 

51 56 CIP Code of Other Program 
57 58 Credential Level of Other Program 
59 66 Program Attendance Begin Date of Other Program 
67 74 Program Attendance Status Date of Other Program 



GE Debt-to-Earnings Viewer Tool 

• The Jump option allows the user to select a student by 
entering the CIP code, Credential Level and Student ID 
(CipCode,CL,StuId) 

• The CipCode, CL, StuId combination is found in the 
Student’s Program(s) box 
 
 
 
 

 
Note: Cip Code, Cred Lvl, StuId can be copied by using ‘Ctrl+C’ 
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GE Debt-to-Earnings Viewer Tool 
• User viewing another program can see data for student 

‘SHARP, FIRST2249, J’ by entering 110901,02,00ACC in 
Jump field. (Can paste copied values using ‘Ctrl+V’) 

• After entering the data in the Jump field, the student will 
appear highlighted with associated detail records. 
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GE Debt-to-Earnings Viewer Tool 
• Export Spreadsheet feature creates a spreadsheet of all 

of the record types used in the Debt-to-Earnings 
evaluation. 
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GE Debt-to-Earnings Viewer Tool 
• Browse for the directory where exported file is to be 

created 
• Create name of file, include the .xlsx extension and click 

Export 
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GE Debt-to-Earnings Viewer Tool 
• Once export is completed 

the file can be located by 
going to the location 
where it is stored. 
 

• Or  by using the software 
associated with the .xlsx 
extension. 
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GE Debt-to-Earnings Viewer Tool 
• Column heading have tool tips which give the field 

definitions  
• Record types are separated by tab, and labelled 
• Filler fields are not present in the export 
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GE Debt-to-Earnings Viewer Tool 
• SSN has been added as the last field these records: 

• GE Record (15), Loan Record (20), Loan Other GE Record (25), 
Loan Enrollment Record (35) 

• Can be used to match records, if using exported 
spreadsheet for database import purposes 
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Submitting GE Debt-to-Earnings 
Challenges 



Challenges 

For additional information regarding the process for 
institutions to submit data challenges to the Draft GE Debt-
to-Earnings using the NSLDS Professional Access Web 
site please attend the Submitting GE Debt-to-Earnings 
Challenges webinar  
• When:  October 20, 2016 and October 27, 2016 
• Time:   1:30 PM Eastern Standard Time (both dates) 
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QUESTIONS? 
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Gainful Employment Information Page:  
http://www.ifap.ed.gov/GainfulEmploymentInfo/indexV2.html  

http://www.ifap.ed.gov/GainfulEmploymentInfo/indexV2.html


NSLDS Contact Information 

Customer Support Center: 
•  Phone: 1-800-999-8219 
•  Toll:  785-838-2141  
•  Fax:  785-838-2154 
•  Web: www.nsldsfap.ed.gov  
•  E-mail: nslds@ed.gov  
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http://www.nsldsfap.ed.gov/
mailto:nslds@ed.gov
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